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With increased investment by the Oregon Legislature in 2007,
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national peers.
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In addition, the 2007 Legislature invested in a 36% increase and SOL'Jther.n Oregon University | 90564 .6701/2( |
restructuring of the Oregon Opportunity Grant. This University of Oregon 10289( 640441
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middle-income families to help in managing college costs.

Some of the fall 2008 enrollment increases of low and moderate-income students can be attributed to the state’s visible
commitment to college affordability.

The Board is committed to college affordability for Oregonians through a balance of state support, controlled tuition
increases, and investment in need-based financial aid. Chart 2. Resident Tuition & Fees, 1998 2008
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Recent History of OUS Tuition

The Oregon LegislatureOs20072009 investment Chart 3. State/Student Share of College Expenses
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without receiving accompanying increases in enrollment funding, students took much of the burden of this disinvestment
through tuition increases. During the economic downturn after 9/11, state budgets were cut dramatically, and tuition
increased at double-digit rates. From fall 2001 to fall 2006, resident undergraduate tuition at OUS campuses increased
$1,734 on average. In previous years, tuition increases rose most dramatically starting in 1991-92 after the passage of
Ballot Measure Five. Whether due to factors such as recessions and lower state appropriations, or the effect of various
ballot measures, tuition increases in the absence of sufficient financial aid negatively affects educational access and
attainment.

Tuition and Oregon Students

Many factors determine whether a public university education is affordable, but tuition regularly receives the most public
attention. As a result, both the level of tuition and size of annual increases can have significantly effected college-going
aspirations for many Oregonians, especially those from low- to moderate-income backgrounds. Larger than average
increases in tuition have a direct relationship to freshman participation in the OUS (see Chart 4).

Chart 4. The Impact of Tuition Increases on Freshman Participation in OUS
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Recent Pr ogress, National Comparisons
! Oregon Tuition compared with National Average: Oregon’s tuition rates are near to the national average for 4-year
public universities: for 2007-08, the national average was $6,185, compared to $5,948 for Oregon —23rd highest in the
U.s.z2
I OUS Institutions compared with Peers Institutions: Four OUS institutions (including the three largest )N OSU,

PSU, WOU, and UON now have lower undergraduate resident tuition rates than their peer averages Nonresident
undergraduate rates for Orego nOs largest three institutions also are lower or close to their peer averages. EOU and
SOU resident undergraduate tuition rates are slightly above their peer average, and OIT’s are higher than their peer
average.

I Oregon Opportunity Grant investments have helped thousands  of n ew students: As a result of the 2007
investment in the Oregon Opportunity Grant, a total of 15,433 OUS undergraduate students received the Oregon
Opportunity Grant in 2008-09, an 82% increase in the number of low and middle -income OUS students served by
the program . The average grant size per OUS recipient increased $586 per student from $1,606 in 2006-07 to $2,192
in 2008-09.

I Institutional Strategies: Through a combination of efforts —including private support, institutional aid programs,
and campus strategies such as Western’s Promise, UO’s Pathways Oregon program, and OSU’s Bridge to Success
program — Oregon’s public universities make a committed effort to balance tuition levels with the financial assistance
needed to keep college affordable and accessible for Oregon’s neediest students.

2Trends in College Pricinglhe College Board, 2007
Sources for all other data and charts: OUS Institutional Research.
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