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Appendix A.1: Chronology of Oregon’s Education Policy Actions 1992-2003

February 1992 — Oregon State Board of Higher Education identifies the need to respond to the Oregon
Education Act for the 21* Century (HB 3565).

February 1993 - Board approves policy creating proficiency-based admission (PASS) connected to K-12
school reform.

Annually - Board approves admission policy for the next academic year and reviews status of PASS
implementation in light of progress in state standards and assessments.

February 1994 - Board determines that the development and implementation of PASS must be aligned
with anticipated changes in high school curriculum and assessment related to the implementation of
Certificates of Initial and Advanced Mastery (CIM and CAM).

July 1995 - Passage of SB 2991 by the state legislature requires that the Oregon Department of
Education (ODE) establish standards and assessments benchmarked at grades 3, 5, 8 and 10 in six
content areas. Oregon University System (OUS) begins alignment of emerging K-12 standards and
assessments with PASS.

February 1996 and 1997 — Changes in the CIM and CAM implementation timelines are reflected in
changes in implementation dates for PASS.

February 1997 — OUS policy language on projected implementation refers to PASS as being “expected”
rather than “required” of all Oregon residents graduating from a public high school who wish to enter an
OUS institution.

July 1997 — Passage of SB 919 requires OUS to continue with PASS and ensure alignment with K-12
school reform to articulate expectations for student learning between the education sectors.

March 1998 — K-12 Board adopts standards benchmarked at grades 3, 5, 8, 10 and PASS, making
Oregon the first state to formally adopt standards aligning K-12 with college admission.

June 2001 - Passage of SB 919 by the state legislature changes the second language requirement from 2
years of seat time for all high school graduates to district-determined proficiency levels for all CIM
recipients.

December — March 2001 — K-12 Board changes graduation requirements so that every student has an
education plan to prepare for “next steps,” a profile of proficient performance, an extended application of
knowledge and skills, and evidence of career related learning. CAM is defined and connected with CIM
assessments in six content areas. In response to these changes, OUS begins working with ODE on the
next phase of integrating college admission with K-12 reform. This includes a review of student data
transfer systems, assessment options, and high school teacher and counselor capacity.

January 2002 — A Joint Boards’ resolution directs ODE and OUS staff to (1) form a K-16 Technology
Implementation Group charged with developing and implementing by June 1, 2003, the plan for a
student data transfer mechanism and (2) by June 1, 2002, complete the development of an integrated
assessment system for CIM, CAM, PREP, and PASS.

February 2002 — Board approves OUS undergraduate admission policy for 2003-04 academic year and
projected admission policy through 2004-05. Current admission policy describes options for students to
use PASS to meet certain subject-area requirements in fall 2001. All Oregon applicants are expected to
include evidence of proficiency beginning fall 2005.

June 2002 — OUS begins to conduct research comparing the college academic performance of
approximately 6,500 students who have been admitted to OUS institutions with CIM/PASS standards
met in English, math and science with that of students admitted by grades.

June 4, 2002 — OUS and ODE leaders appear before the House Education Committee to describe their
commitment to a K-16 system. The panel expressed the hope for stable funding for all of Oregon’s
educational institutions and for the legislature to support innovations such as the Oregon Student Record.
February 10, 2003 — OUS and ODE present preliminary findings from The First Year: Student
Performance on 10" Grade Benchmark Standards and Subsequent Performance in the First Year of
College (2001-02) to the Joint Boards.
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Appendix A.2: The OUS/PASS Standards

ENGLISH

A. Write for Varied Purposes*

B. Read from a Variety of Literary Genres and Periods*

C. Interpret Literary Works*

D. Conduct Inquiry and Research*

E. Analyze Relationships of the Humanities and Human / Social Experience
F. Communicate in Oral, Visual, and Written Forms

MATH

A. Solve Mathematical Problems*

B. Perform Algebraic Operations*

C. Use Geometric Concepts and Models+

D. Use Probability and Statistics to Collect and Study Data+ (Note: C or D required)
E. Use Functions to Understand Mathematical Relationships*

F. Represent, Analyze, and Use Advanced Functions

SCIENCE

A. Know Fundamental Concepts of the Sciences*

B. Design and Conduct Scientific Investigations™

C. Analyze Scientific Knowledge, Theories, and Research
D. Understand, Use, and Investigate a Field of Science

SECOND LANGUAGE
A. Oral / Signed Communication™
B. Reading*
C. Writing*
Note: Standards A-C required at benchmark level IV or higher

VISUAL & PERFORMING ARTS

A. Understand Elements, Principles, and Process in the Arts*

B. Interpret Art from Various Cultures and Historical Periods+

C. Understand the Role of the Arts in Society+

D. Exhibit Skill in One Discipline of the Arts+ (Note: A plus 1 of B, C, or D required)
E. Analyze and Critique Artistic Works

SOCIAL SCIENCE

A. Research and Analyze Issues and Events*

B. Know and Use Geographic Information+

C. Understand Patterns of Human History+

D. Understand United States History+

E. Understand Structures and System of U.S. Government+

F. Analyze Economic Systems+ (Note: A plus any two of B-F required)
G. Examine Aspects of Human Behavior

* Required standards
+ Required standards that have alternate options (such as Math Standards C or D)
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Appendix A.3

Optional Transition to Proficiency-based Admission Standards System (PASS),
2004-05, for Oregon Public High School Graduates

The OUS seeks to align its admission processes with changes that are occurring within Oregon high
schools. Assuming that the requirements of school-reform legislation and policy are being met by
the majority of Oregon high schools, an increasing number of students will be able to demonstrate
the ability to function at higher academic levels.

Standard Policy

Current OUS admission policy is expected to remain in effect through the 2004-05 academic year.
Students should anticipate continuing to meet subject and grade point requirements and submit
required test scores for admission.

Optional Policy

The OUS expects that increasing numbers of applicants from Oregon public high schools applying
for freshman admission to fall term 2004 will:

I. Meet the OUS admission requirements in a subject area by meeting all the PASS
required standards in that subject (for example, math);

and

2. Meet current subject-area requirements in social studies, second languages, English,
math, and science (where not met by PASS) and earn the minimum grade point average
as required by each OUS institution;

and
3. Submit SAT I or ACT scores.

In addition, OUS expects that many applicants will include information on PASS standards
demonstrated through CIM standards met; state and national tests such as ACT, AP, SAT II, and IB;
or collections of evidence rated by PASS-trained teachers. This information is beginning to be used
on campuses for scholarships, class or program placements, and determining competitive or
borderline admits. The campus-specific advantages that students may earn will be updated annually.
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Appendix A.4

Oregon University System Institutions

Eastern Oregon University — La Grande, OR

Oregon Institute of Technology — Klamath Falls, OR
Oregon State University — Corvallis, OR

Portland State University — Portland, OR

Southern Oregon University — Ashland, OR

University of Oregon — Eugene, OR

Western Oregon University — Monmouth, OR

Oregon Health Sciences University — Portland, OR [affiliate]

Oregon’s 17 Community Colleges

Blue Mountain Community College - Pendleton, OR
Central Oregon Community Colleges - Bend, OR
Chemeketa Community College - Salem, OR
Clackamas Community College - Oregon City, OR
Clatsop Community College - Astoria, OR

Columbia Gorge Community College - The Dalles, OR
Klamath Community College - Klamath Falls, OR
Lane Community College - Eugene, OR

Linn-Benton Community College - Albany, OR

Mt. Hood Community College - Gresham, OR

Oregon Coast Community College - Newport, OR
Portland Community College - Portland, OR

Rogue Community College - Grants Pass, OR
Southwestern Oregon Community College - Coos Bay, OR
Tillamook Bay Community College - Tillamook, OR
Treasure Valley Community College - Ontario, OR
Umpqua Community College - Roseburg, OR
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Appendix A.5

Ci> Oregon Teaching and Learning to Standards
Oregon Compared with
University ACT’s EPAS® Assessments

System
March 31, 2002

Executive Summary

In March 2002, American College Testing (ACT) completed a study at the request of the
Chancellor’s Office of the Oregon University System. A comparison was done between the
Education Planning and Assessment System (EPAS) Tests at grades 8 (EXPLORE), 10 (PLAN),
and 11-12 (ACT) and Oregon’s standards. Comparisons were made with Oregon’s common
curriculum goals, content standards, benchmarks, and eligible content for grades 8 and 10, and also
with the Proficiency-based Admission Standards System (PASS) standards and criteria. The ACT
analyses were highly consistent with a subsequent OUS study, The First Year: Student Performance
on 10" Grade Benchmark Standards and Subsequent Performance in the First Year of College
(2001-02) Results of the ACT study are summarized below.

English/Language Arts:

The EPAS English and Reading Tests provide direct or indirect measures of many of the
standards described in the Oregon Teaching and Learning to Standards documents.
Specifically, the standards found in Communication and Writing provided a good match to
the EXPLORE, PLAN, and ACT Assessment English Tests. The EPAS Reading Tests
matched well with Oregon’s Standards for Reading and Literature.

Reading
* The EPAS Reading Tests matched exceptionally well with Oregon’s reading and

literature curriculum areas. Oregon’s standards are straightforward and overlap
extensively with the EPAS Reading Tests. The best matches can be found in the areas of
literal comprehension, inferential comprehension, reading a variety of literary forms, and
evaluating how the form of a literary work and the use of literary elements and devices
contribute to the overall message and impact. The common curriculum goals that were
more difficult to match were those not easily measured on a multiple-choice test (e.g.
connecting reading selections to other texts, reading for enjoyment, and understanding
how literature is influenced by historical, cultural, social, and biographical factors).

Writing
* Virtually all aspects of Oregon’s writing standards overlap with the EPAS English Tests.
The only common curriculum goal and content standards not assessed by the EPAS
English Tests relate to writing in a variety of modes and forms, using a multi-step
writing process, and reflecting on and evaluating one’s own writing. Other areas not
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addressed by the EPAS English Tests include capitalization, spelling, and correct use of
citations. Alignment between the EPAS assessments in English and Oregon’s writing
benchmarks are considered excellent at grade 8 and good at grade 10 and PASS levels.

Speaking/Communication
* ACT interpreted the communication section as a course of study focusing primarily on
learning how to prepare and conduct speeches and presentations. The standards that
provided a match were those that described the skills related to the “preparation of
speeches.” Other communication standards apply directly to oral presentations and are
not addressed by the EPAS English Tests. While some of Oregon’s communication
standards are addressed by EPAS assessments, this area does not show strong alignment.

Mathematics:

There is extensive overlap between the skills and understandings on the EPAS Mathematics
Tests and Oregon’s mathematics content standards. For the most part, the common
curriculum goals that did not provide a match were those that are difficult to measure in a
multiple-choice format.

Math Knowledge and Skills (Computations and Estimation, Measurement, Statistics and
Probability, Algebraic Relationships, and Geometry)
* EPAS Tests all substantively align with all levels of Oregon standards, down to the level
of eligible content. All tests cover the vast majority of standards, and only a few items of
eligible content are omitted on any single test.

Mathematical Problem Solving
* Some benchmarks in this area are covered by the EPAS Tests, but none cover all the
benchmarks for Oregon standards. The areas of communication and verification are
either omitted or assumed. Alignment in this area is partial.

Science:

There was a very good match between the Oregon science standards for grades 8-12 and the
EPAS Science Reasoning Tests. The EPAS Science Reasoning Tests are designed to assess
students’ ability to comprehend, interpret, and use scientific information presented in a
variety of ways. The emphasis of the Science Reasoning Tests is on the understanding of the
processes of science. As a result, the best direct match was to Oregon’s Scientific Inquiry topic
area.

Science Knowledge and Skills (Physical Science, Life Science, Earth and Space Science)

* The topic areas of Physical, Life, and Earth and Space Science are only indirect matches
to the EPAS Tests. These standards and benchmarks address content areas that serve as
stimulus material for assessing the science reasoning skills on the EPAS Science
Reasoning Tests. Alignment in this area is partial.
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Scientific Inquiry
* There is a good match between the Oregon standards for scientific inquiry and the EPAS
Tests. While the tests do not measure student-generated inquiry in the way that Oregon’s
standards imply, there is significant overlap between the cognitive skills assessed by
EPAS Tests and those needed to conduct scientific inquiry in the classroom. The
alignment between the EPAS Science Reasoning Test and the cognitive skills measured
through scientific inquiry is good.

Contacts for analysis:

Mark Endsley Stacey Ellmore
Coordinator, K-16 Assessment Senior Consultant
Office of the Chancellor, OUS ACT

Phone: 541-465-0745 Phone: 916-631-9200
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Appendix A.6

Ci> Oregon State Curriculum Standards

and
O . .
U;fvg;‘;ity Areas of Alignment with the

System PSAT/NMSQT™, SAT® I and SAT II

Educational Testing Service and The College Board
June 2002

Executive Summary

In June 2002, Educational Testing Service and The College Board completed a study at the request
of the Chancellor’s Office of the Oregon University System. The findings of The College Board
were highly consistent with the correlations established in a subsequent OUS study, The First Year:
Student Performance on 10" Grade Benchmark Standards and Subsequent Performance in the First
Year of College (2001-02). Comparisons of The College Board assessments with Oregon’s
standards (10" grade benchmark) were made in each of the areas currently tested through Oregon
state assessment, as well as in social science and second languages, which are under development at
the state level. The alignment compared the PSAT/NMSQT, SAT I, and SAT II to the Oregon state
standards and particularly to the 10" grade benchmarks. Results of the College Board study are
summarized below.

English/Language Arts:

The PSAT/NMSQT: Verbal and Writing SKkills Tests, SAT I: Verbal Test, SAT II: Literature
Subject Test, and SAT II: Writing Subject Test together address the Oregon Learning
Standards for English Language Arts (10" grade benchmark).

Specifically:

Reading
* The PSAT/NMSQT Verbal and SAT I Verbal assessments align extensively with Oregon’s
reading benchmarks. While there are a few omissions of content from the Oregon standards,
the vast majority of benchmarks and the eligible content, which helps define the
benchmarks, are covered by these assessments. The two assessments do not, however,
correspond directly to the literature benchmarks in reading. The literature benchmarks are
assessed by the SAT II Literature Subject Test.

Writing
e The SAT II Writing assessment aligns with virtually all of Oregon’s writing benchmarks.
The one omission from the statewide assessment and the SAT 1II is appropriate use of
resources. For Oregon students, this is assessed through the classroom work sample
component of state assessment.
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Speaking
* None of the assessments directly align with the benchmarks in this area. State assessment is
done through local work samples, and data is not currently collected at the state level nor
reported from the local district level to the state due to the lack of an integrated data system.

The College Board assessments cover many areas of content related to reading and writing that fall
outside of the Oregon benchmarks, requiring more knowledge and/or skill from students.

Mathematics:

The PSAT/NMSQT: Math, SAT I: Math, SAT II: Math Level IC, and SAT II: Math Level
IIC Tests together address the Oregon Learning Standards for Mathematics (10" grade
benchmark).

Specifically:

Math Knowledge and Skills (Computations and Estimation, Measurement, Statistics and
Probability, Algebraic Relationships, and Geometry)
¢ The PSAT/NMSQT: Math, SAT I: Math, SAT II: Math Level IC, and SAT II: Math Level
IIC Tests all substantively assess the benchmarks from Oregon standards. All tests cover the
vast majority of content, and only a few items of eligible content, which help define the
benchmarks, are omitted on any single test.

Mathematical Problem Solving
* Some benchmarks in this area are covered by the College Board assessments, but none cover
all the benchmarks for Oregon standards. The areas of communication and verification are
either omitted or assumed by College Board assessments.

Multiple areas of content, especially related to more “advanced” mathematical topics (e.g.
trigonometry), fall outside of Oregon benchmarks and are covered by the College Board
assessments, requiring more knowledge and/or skill from students.

Science:

The SAT II: Science Subject Tests in Biology (E/M), Chemistry, and Physics together address
the Oregon Learning Standards for Science (10" grade benchmark).

Specifically:

Science Knowledge and Skills (Physical Science, Life Science, Earth and Space Science)
e The SAT II: Science Subject Tests in Biology (E/M), Chemistry, and Physics cover nearly
all the Oregon science benchmarks and eligible content, which helps define the benchmarks.
The exceptions are in the area of earth and space science, where only a few items of eligible
content are aligned with the reviewed assessments.

The First Year: Student Performance on 10" Grade Benchmark Standards and Subsequent Performance in the First Year of College (2001-02)

31



Scientific Inquiry
*  While there is some light coverage of topics addressed by the benchmarks for scientific
inquiry, there is not a significant alignment between the Oregon standards and the reviewed
assessments. Inquiry is not currently required in Oregon, but is scheduled to phase in over
the next several years. Work samples will be locally assessed, so data on student
performance is not likely to be available immediately.

Because the science assessments for SAT II exams are specialized, the three tests cover extensive

content that is well beyond the scope of the Oregon standards’ “scientific literacy” approach. The

SAT II tests also presume a level of mathematical sophistication not required by Oregon’s science
standards.

Across all three content areas, the study conducted by Educational Testing Service and The College
Board concludes that there is good to excellent alignment comparing Oregon standards (10" grade
benchmark) and the PSAT/NMSQT, SAT I, and SAT II Tests. In addition to covering most of the
content listed in the Oregon standards, in every subject area these assessments also include
knowledge and skills beyond that expected to meet the state standards.

Contacts for analysis:

Mark Endsley

Coordinator, K-16 Assessment
Office of the Chancellor
Oregon University System
Phone: 541-465-0745

Georgia D. Guy

Director, Regional Analysis and Reporting
The College Board

Phone: 678-380-3400

Anne Harvey

Director of Assessment
The College Board
Phone: 212-713-8070

The First Year: Student Performance on 10" Grade Benchmark Standards and Subsequent Performance in the First Year of College (2001-02)

32



